Mrs. Murray’s 5th Grade Rules and Expectations
1. Be kind

2. Be honest

3. Be respectful

4. Be responsible

5. Be your best!

* My expectations for every student in this class are that they encourage each other in order to create a positive learning environment for all.  Also, I expect fifth graders to come to class each day prepared to learn.  This includes bringing the correct supplies and having a positive attitude. These simple actions will ensure a successful year!

* I realize these rules may seem general, but they can be applied in a variety of situations; thus not so overwhelming to students.  I will cover more specific procedures during a class discussion the first few days of school.  I believe that all students will experience success in an environment where common courtesies are extended to every member in our community of learners.

Class Assignments/Homework

* Students will have assignments in class most days.  These will be on concepts or topics that have already been taught and will be used to reinforce the skill the student needs.  I will allow time in class to work on these assignments, but there may be instances where students will need to complete this work at home.  Please get in the habit of checking your child’s planner to see if daily assignments have been completed.

* All work is due the day after it is assigned.  Students who have not completed the work when it is collected will turn in a paper with the reason the work is not completed.  This is done in order to develop student’s responsibility and ensure that this doesn’t become habitual.

* I will accept late work up until the end of the quarter without academic penalty, but missing assignments will cause the student to lose yardage on our classroom football field and they will be expected to stay in for recess until the work is turned in. 
* Students may correct ANY daily assignment, regardless of their score, in order to improve their grade and demonstrate knowledge of the skill.  They are only given ONE opportunity for this improved grade, so questions should be asked before giving it a second try.  This applies to all daily work, but not assessments. Corrections will not be allowed on tests.  Students who take advantage of this opportunity will have no problem maintaining a high score in this class.
Discipline/Behavior

I expect students in my class to behave according to the established classroom rules.  If this is done, discipline or behavior issues will be rare.  If an issue occurs, students will be given 1) a warning, 2) moved to the back of room and parents contacted, and 3) moved to the hallway and referred to Mrs. Morton.  Positive behavior and meeting expectations will be rewarded using a classroom football field with touchdowns resulting in rewards.

Grading Scale
The grading scale for students can also be found in the Mill Creek Valley Middle School handbook.  Students will earn their grades through participation in group and individual learning activities, completion of daily assignments, and assessments.
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Learning Celebration

At the end of each quarter, the Middle School students have the opportunity to participate in a Learning Celebration.  In order to attend, students must meet the following 4 criteria:  Have no missing work, meet their AR goal, pass 10 levels of Rocket Math (I’ll explain what this is to the students in class), and receive no more than a tardy warning within that quarter.  To help ease into these new expectations, students must meet only 2 of the criteria the 1st quarter, 3 of the criteria the 2nd quarter, and all 4 of the criteria the final two quarters.  This is a fun reward for the students, so please help make sure your child is on track to attend!
CUT HERE

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

***Parents,

Please read and discuss these items with your child, then kindly sign and return this section to school.

Thank you,

Mrs. Murray

Parent signature_______________________
Student signature______________________

Mrs. Bobbi Murray

Phone:  school 636-5343, home 765-2545, cell 565-2714

Email:  bmurray@usd329.com
Dear students and families,

Welcome to fifth grade!  I am so excited to begin this school year and to have the opportunity to get to know a whole new group of students.  I hope you all are also eagerly awaiting the fun-filled year we are sure to have.  I am including a short overview of my expectations and policies for you to look over with your student to ensure we get this year started off on the right foot!

This will be my sixth year teaching and my fourth here at Mill Creek Valley.  My husband and I live outside of Alma with our three sons, so I have been lucky enough to have the opportunity to get to know some of you.  However, I do look forward to getting to know each of you individually in the classroom situation.

I will be teaching math and science to both sections of fifth grade and will teach one section of social studies.  This will be a time of transition, as students will now have two different teachers for their core subject areas.  Fifth graders will be learning many new skills and concepts that will prepare them for upper grades, so I encourage active participation by each student!  I anticipate having a very successful year by providing a challenging environment that will allow for individual growth by each and every student in this class. 

I would like to convey my belief that this success requires a positive partnership between school and home.  I encourage family involvement in all areas of your child’s education and believe that this will be fostered through the use of open communication.  Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding any questions or concerns you may have.  Since students are required to have their planners on a daily basis, this is often a convenient place for correspondence. Also, I am happy to speak with you on the phone, but I am typically able to respond to emails in a more timely manner. I am confident that by working together, we can make this a successful year for students, parents, and teachers alike.  Thank you for all you do to support your student!

Sincerely,
